MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS

PRIVATE 

DIABLO BASICS     The Diablo Basics program at Monte Gardens Elementary School is an alternative education program(a school of choice for grades K-5.  Parents, students, teachers and the administrator have made a commitment to work together, holding constant a clearly stated vision, which is that all students are expected to do well; the parents are to be involved in their child's education; and students are taught to be organized in the management and preparation of their school work.  

Our program actively involves parents in all facets of their child's education, from their signing of the parental Agreement of Support of the philosophy and tenets of the program, to on- or off-site volunteerism, to active leadership.  We recognize that learning how to think and learning subject matter content are not separate processes.  Our curriculum promotes the integration of specific skills, content knowledge and critical thinking.  The high degree of staff development, the use of resources and materials, and collegial support demonstrates our commitment.

A recognized strength of our program is schoolwide communication practices that emphasize involvement of all parents, students and teachers:  monthly progress reports, weekly Monday envelopes, daily folders (K-2) and daily binders (3-5).  The staff takes great pride in their consistent and ongoing effort to maintain two-way communication between home and school regarding academic and behavioral expectations.

The staff and parents believe homework assignments are an important way to extend student learning beyond the classroom and to teach students how to learn on their own and with family members.  Therefore, homework is a nightly assignment given to all students and supervised by parents. 
Our program is open to students throughout the Mt. Diablo Unified School District.  Kindergarten siblings of current students and incoming Kindergartners in the prior Monte Gardens attendance area are given priority entry into the program at the Kindergarten year. (Student must attend Monte Gardens with their older sibling at least one year.for sibling priority.) Entry into the program at first through fifth grades is according to a waiting list. Children may be placed on the waiting list upon reaching their third birthday.  Fifth grade students must submit an intra district transfer request to Student Services for priority enrollment to Sequoia Middle School for grade 6.  Please contact the school office, 685-3834, for information about enrollment and waiting list procedures.  

ACADEMICS PLUS     The Academics Plus programs at Sequoia Elementary (K-5) and Sequoia Middle (6-8) Schools in Pleasant Hill emphasize a rigorous standards based instruction and the establishment of good study habits in subject areas that include the arts and sciences.  The course of study is based on that prescribed by the Mt. Diablo Unified School District.  Homework is required.  Student handbooks for each campus are also available.  Student progress reports regularly supplement the report cards to parents for all students.  Dress codes and discipline codes are prescribed.

The "Plus" in the Academics Plus program at Sequoia Middle School is a comprehensive electives component that enriches the core curriculum from one grade to the next, and close parental support and involvement.  Parents must sign a support agreement.

The elementary campus (grades K-5) is structured with self-contained one-teacher classrooms for each grade.  The middle school campus (grades 6-8) has a departmentalized program in an eight period two-day block schedule.  
Students residing within the Mt. Diablo district are registered for a lottery.  When a child becomes 3 years old within a year from December 3 through December 2 of the following year, they are eligible to be put on the waiting list for a lottery. Sequoia Elementary enrolls students based on their lottery number.  When the lottery numbers have been depleted, the students are enrolled on a first come, first served basis by date of enrollment.  Applications for the K-5 waiting list will be accepted at the elementary campus.  Fifth grade students must submit an Intra district transfer request to Student Services for priority enrollment to Sequoia Middle School for grade 6.  Priority entrance is given first to students from Sequoia’s K-5 campus and to students from Monte Gardens Elementary, then to the waiting list students.  Phone 935-5721 (elementary) or 934-8174 (middle school) for further information.  

CORNERSTONE FAMILY SCHOOL     The Cornerstone Family School is a public, parent participation elementary school program open to any student in the Mt. Diablo Unified School District.  The program is offered to students in grades K-5.  Cornerstone Family School is a part of the Ygnacio Valley Elementary School campus at 2217 Chalomar Road, Concord, California.  Continuing families have priority enrollment.

Parent participation is at the heart of the Cornerstone Family School philosophy.  With a solid bridge of communication in place, parents and teachers work together for the benefit of the students.  Parents know what happens at school and what is expected of the students  Parents learn effective ways of helping children achieve their goals.

Parents ensure a safe and nurturing environment at school.  With parent support, teachers orchestrate hands-on, developmentally appropriate learning activities in a multi-aged setting.

Adult to pupil ratios are lowered during various instructional times.  Individual and small group instruction is made possible through the support of trained parents.  Students are encouraged to apply critical thinking and problem solving in all curricular areas.

The curriculum content follows State and District guidelines and includes additional opportunities for enrichment.  The Cornerstone program makes use of a yearly theme.  Themes integrate social studies, science and language arts when appropriate throughout the school year.  Students go on several field trips per year.  Life skills and respect for diversity are themes running continuously throughout the curriculum.

Each Cornerstone classroom includes a two-grade span:  K/1, 2/3 and 4/5.  The teachers provide instruction to the class as a whole, while personalizing instruction to meet the developmental and academic needs of each student in the classroom.  The three teachers in the Cornerstone Family School program also team-teach and coordinate activities involving all grades.

For more information about the Cornerstone Family School program, contact Ygnacio Valley Elementary School at 682-9336 to arrange a classroom visit, or visit our website at www.mdusd.k12.ca.us , select “Schools on the Web” under “Other Schools” and then click on “Cornerstone”.
EAGLE PEAK MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Eagle Peak Montessori School (EPMS) is the first charter school in the Mt. Diablo Unified School District.  Charter schools are performance based public schools, faithful to public education principles, but free from many complex regulations.  Charter schools gain freedom to innovate in school governance, educational programming, staffing and budgeting in exchange for strict accountability for student achievement.

The mission of Eagle Peak Montessori School is to provide students with opportunities to acquire an education based on an authentic and accredited curriculum founded on the educational philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori.  The vision is to create a unique learning experience supported by families, educators and community members who believe that a better world can be built by helping all children develop to their fullest human potential.  Families are expected to make a contribution of time and energy to support the school (40 hours per academic year).

EPMS opened its doors to students in the fall of 2001.  In the fall of 2004, the school started its first year at the new site,    800 Hutchinson Rd. in Walnut Creek.  The school serves students in grades one through five.  Parent and community volunteers augment educational opportunities.  Each classroom is fully furnished with the complete array of Montessori materials and equipment.  The prominent features of the program include integrated curriculum, active learning, a prepared environment, multi-age learning community and individualized learning.

EPMS is open to any student in the state, but preference is given to students residing within the MDUSD.  If the number of applications exceeds the capacity of the school, enrollment will be determined by a lottery.  For more information, please call Michelle Hammons, Administrative Director, at 946-0994, or check the website at www.eaglepeakmontessori.org.  
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