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JULY, 2009
Dear Parents/Guardians:

The Mt. Diablo Unified School District is permitted to assess fees for the transportation of students to and from school (CA Education Code, sections 39800-39809.5).  An application form must be submitted to the Transportation Department each school year.  Your application with payment may be mailed, faxed (credit card only) or you may bring it to the Transportation office starting August 10, 2009. 
  PASSES ARE ISSUED BETWEEN 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

You may apply for busing if you live within school boundaries and the required distance from school:

Grades

Distance from residence to school

K-5


more than 1¼ miles


6-8


more than 3 miles


9-12


more than 7 miles

Free transportation is available for low-income families who provide verification of income.  
See "Application for Free School Bus Transportation" for the income scale.  

Transportation is available to Foothill Middle and Northgate High on paid status only.
A pass system will be used.  A DISCOUNT IS OFFERED IF AN ANNUAL PASS IS PURCHASED 
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR (See application).  You may purchase an annual 
pass (for the full school year)  or six “period passes”  (One period pass = 30 consecutive school days)

This year, school will start on Monday, August 31, 2009.  

Beginning September 3rd, ALL STUDENTS must show a pass before boarding the bus.  
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO DO NOT SHOW A PASS WILL NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO BOARD THE BUS!!
	PRIVATE 

	1st student
	2nd student
	3rd student
	Each additional

	Fares for each pass period
	 $90.00
	 $45.00
	 $33.75
	 $33.75


NOTE:  a) There is a $10.00 service charge for all returned checks.  


   b) A $3.00 fee will be charged for all lost or mutilated passes.

The school district encourages you to take advantage of school busing, for the following reasons:

        1.
Drivers are trained in transporting school-age children.


        2.
Bus stops are generally limited to students.

        3.
No standees are allowed.

        4.
No transfers are required.

        5.
School bus scheduling can better meet bell times.

        6.
Students cannot leave the bus except at school or their bus stop.

 (OVER)

Renewal applications will be handed out to your student(s) by our bus drivers 7 days before each due date.  The renewal applications will not be mailed. It is the responsibility of parents to see that their student(s) have a current bus pass.  Please note the due dates on your calendar.  Expiration dates are also printed on passes.  Renewal passes may be purchased by mail, fax (use credit card only), through your school bus driver and at our office 
(8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Monday-Friday). You may return your completed renewal form and payment in a sealed envelope and give it to your bus driver.

	1st Pass Period
	August 31, 2009
	4th Pass Period
	January 28, 2010

	2nd Pass Period
	October  13, 2009
	5th Pass Period
	March 15, 2010

	3rd Pass Period
	December 2, 2009
	6th Pass Period
	May 3, 2010


DEAR PARENTS:

A citation system is used by our Transportation Department as a means of informing you and the school principal when students violate our rules relating to conduct and safety on school buses.

All rules are aimed at safety and good manners and will be enforced.  They are on display in the front of the bus. Any continued violation will be sufficient reason to deny transportation privileges to students.

Authority of Driver:  Students transported in a school bus shall be under the authority of, and be responsible directly to the driver of the bus, and the driver shall be held responsible for the orderly conduct of the students while they are on the bus or being escorted across the street or highway. (Title 13, Motor Vehicles, Calif. Adm. Code)

All drivers use the citation procedure as a last resort.  They will always attempt to achieve results by asking passengers to behave.  When it becomes necessary, a citation is issued by the driver.  However, the disciplinary action is determined by the Transportation Department in conjunction with the site Administrator.
PLEASE DISCUSS PROPER BUS CONDUCT WITH YOUR CHILDREN.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

	“DON’T LOSE YOUR RIDING PRIVILEGE”

FOLLOW THESE RULES

(All students must show their bus pass to ride the bus.)

	  1.  Avoid loud talking and rough play.

  2.  Be courteous; use no profane language.

  3.  Do not eat, drink, or smoke on the bus.

  4.  Remain seated as instructed by the driver.

  5.  Cooperate with the bus driver.

  6.  Do not bring animals, reptiles, alcoholic beverages, or firearms on the bus.

  7.  Do not be destructive.

  8.  Do not throw anything out windows.

  9.  Keep head, hands, and feet inside the bus.

 10.  Do not bring large objects or glass containers on the bus.

	


